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NB The Grand Union Canal has been mentioned in other policy discussions 

including transport, environment and economy and North and South Acton. Key 

concerns have been about the failure to consider how the canal might be better 

used in respect of transport of goods, the huge environmental benefits of using 

the canal rather than road, potential of having centres form onward distribution.  
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• Policies should reflect the fact that the canal is owned by the public. The 

public is not just a stakeholder.  

• We take a lot from the canal, but we give zero back.   

• Previous comments by community groups have stressed the importance of 

segregation between cycling and pedestrian routes, but this is not included.  

• All bridges should be accessible to the public. Policy on Public Realm and 

movement should be stronger to ensure this.  

• There are concerns about what will happen to boat owners that currently use 

the canal.  

• Currently access to the north of the canal is restricted.  

• Enhancements that can bring a vibrant element to the canal are welcomed, 

but at the same time these should not be imposed.  

• Future development should ensure that the ecology and biodiversity of the 

canal is continuously protected. (NB concerns re potential negative impact 

on Birchwood Nature Reserve mentioned in the Old Oak N and S discussion)  

• The language of the document is vague and open for interpretation.  
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